GOLD BAR CITIZENS
PUSH FOR US-2 IMPROVEMENTS

Gold Bar citizens lined up on US-2 on Tuesday to show state lawmakers and WSDOT
staff locations where people have died in automobile cross-over accidents. Signs were
posted at each location from mp 15 to mp 40 where cross-over accidents resulted in
fatalities.

Gold Bar citizens were stationed at several of the locations as:

mp 17.5 Susan Forbes

mp 20.1 Jay Puerer

mp 26.0 Anne Beavers and Karla Olds
mp 26.4 Elizabeth Lof

mp 27.4 Ray Coleman.

In addition, Karol Kiens, Lee Gerry, Bob Strom, and were stationed at mp 28.5 to bring
attention to Project 19 of the WSDOT US-2 Route Development Plan, the plan's highest
rated safety project under $ 5 million.

Static signs were placed at mp 15.5, 15.6, and 39.1.

The lawmakers and staff were in Monroe for a presentation by the Monroe City Staff on
that city's growth and traffic problems. This meeting followed Governor Gregoire's visit
to Monroe and Sultan the previous week.

Donna Strom and Robert Amenn attended the meeting in Monroe. Donna had a listing
of all of the cross-over fatality sites from mp 15 to mp 50 and Robert made a
presentation of the listing to the assembled group. Copies were made and distributed to
all of the visitors.

The lawmakers and staff then boarded a bus in order to get to another traffic meeting in
Wenatchee. As they drove up US-2, they were able to see where the cross-over
fatalities occurred. The bus stopped momentarily at mp 20.1 where they asked Jay why
US-2 was such a mess. Jay responded that "Too many people want to be in the same
place at the same time". Jay is recovering from a near-fatal injury sustained on US-2
and let them know that they were talking to a US-2 survivor.

After mp 40, the visitors had only the listing to identify cross-over fatality sites a, past
Index, the road was too dangerous for anyone to hold a sign or even affix one in place.

Richard Norris and Joe Beavers contributed to the set-up of the operation.
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Photos of Jay and Susan were not taken.




