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WAC 173-201A-030 General water use and criteria classes. The following
criteria shall apply to the wvarious classes of surface waters in the state of
Washington:

(1) Class AA (extraordinary).

(a) General characteristic. Water quality of this class shall markedly and
uniformly exceed the requirements for all or substantially all uses.

(b} Characteristic uses. Characteristic uses shall include, but not be
limited to, the following:

(i) Water supply (domestic, industrial, agricultural).

(ii) Stock watering.

{iii) Fish and shellfish:

Salmonid migration, rearing, spawning, and harvesting.

Other fish migration, rearing, spawning, and harvesting.

Clam, oyster, and mussel rearing, spawning, and harvesting.

Crustaceans and other shellfish {crabs, shrimp, crayfish, scallops, etc.)
rearing, spawning, and harvesting.

(iv) Wildlife habitat.

{(v) Recreation (primary contact recreation, sport fishing, boating, and
aesthetic enjoyment).

{(vi) Commerce and navigation.

(c) Water quality criteria:

(i) Fecal coliform organisms:

(A) Freshwater - fecal coliform organism levels shall both not exceed a
geometric mean value of 50 colonies/100 mL and not have more than 10 percent of
all samples obtained for calculating the geometric mean value exceeding 100
colonies/100 mL.

{B) Marine water - fecal coliform organism levels shall both not exceed a
geometric mean value of 14 colonies/100 mL, and not have more than 10 percent of
all samples obtained for calculating the geometric mean value exceeding 43
colonies/100 mL.

(ii) Dissolved oxygen:

{A) Freshwater - dissolved oxygen shall exceed 9.5 mg/L.

(B) Marine water - dissolved oxygen shall exceed 7.0 mg/L. When natural
conditions, such as upwelling, occur, causing the dissolved oxygen to be
depressed near or below 7.0 mg/L, natural dissolved oxygen levels may be
degraded by up to 0.2 mg/L by human-caused activities.

(1ii) Total dissolved gas shall not exceed 110 percent of saturation at any
point of sample collection.

(iv) Temperature shall not exceed 16.0°C (freshwater) or 13.0°C (marine
water) due to human activities. When natural conditions exceed 16.0°C
(freshwater) and 13.0°C (marine water), no temperature increases will be allowed
which will raise the receiving water temperature by greater than 0.3°C.

Incremental temperature increases resulting from point source activities
shall not, at any time, exceed t=23/(T+5) (freshwater) or t=8/(T-4) (marine
water). Incremental temperature increases resulting from nonpoint source
activities shall not exceed 2.8°C.

For purposes hereof, "t" represents the maximum permissible temperature
increase measured at a mixing zone boundary; and "T" represents the background
temperature as measured at a point or points unaffected by the discharge and
representative of the highest ambient water temperature in the vicinity of the
discharge.



{(v) pH shall be within the range of 6.5 to 8.5 (freshwater) or 7.0 to 8.5
(marine water) with a human-caused variation within the above range of less than
0.2 units.

(vi) Turbidity shall not exceed 5 NTU over background turbidity when the
background turbidity is 50 NTU or less, or have more than a 10 percent increase
in turbidity when the background turbidity is more than 50 NTU.

(vii) Toxic, radioactive, or deleterious material concentrations shall be
below those which have the potential either singularly or cumulatively to
adversely affect characteristic water uses, cause acute or chronic conditions to
the most sensitive biota dependent upon those waters, or adversely affect public
health, as determined by the department (see WAC 173-201A-040 and 173-201A-050).

(viii) Aesthetic values shall not be impaired by the presence of materials
or their effects, excluding those of natural origin, which offend the senses of
sight, smell, touch, or taste.

(2) Class A (excellent).

(a) General characteristic. Water quality of this class shall meet or
exceed the requirements for all or substantially all uses.

(b) Characteristic uses. Characteristic uses shall include, but not be
limited to, the following:

(i) Water supply (domestic, industrial, agricultural).

(ii) Stock watering.

(iii) Fish and shellfish:

Salmonid migration, rearing, spawning, and harvesting.

Other fish migration, rearing, spawning, and harvesting.

Clam, oyster, and mussel rearing, spawning, and harvesting.

Crustaceans and other shellfish (crabs, shrimp, crayfish, scallops, etc.)
rearing, spawning, and harvesting.

(iv) Wildlife habitat.

{(v) Recreation (primary contact recreation, sport fishing, boating, and
aesthetic enjoyment).

(vi) Commerce and navigation.

(c) Water quality criteria:

(i) Fecal coliform organisms:

(A) Freshwater - fecal coliform organism levels shall both not exceed a
geometric mean value of 100 colonies/100 mL, and not have more than 10 percent
of all samples obtained for calculating the geometric mean value exceeding 200
colonies/100 mL.

(B) Marine water - fecal coliform organism levels shall both not exceed a
geometric mean value of 14 colonies/100 mL, and not have more than 10 percent of
all samples obtained for calculating the geometric mean value exceeding 43
colonies/100 mL.

(ii) Dissolved oxygen:

{A) Freshwater - dissolved oxygen shall exceed 8.0 mg/L.

(B) Marine water - dissolved oxygen shall exceed 6.0 mg/L. When natural
conditions, such as upwelling, occur, causing the dissolved oxygen to be
depressed near or below 6.0 mg/L, natural dissolved oxygen levels may be
degraded by up to 0.2 mg/L by human-caused activities.

{(iii) Total dissolved gas shall not exceed 110 percent of saturation at any
point of sample collection.

(iv) Temperature shall not exceed 18.0°C (freshwater) or 16.0°C (marine
water) due to human activities. When natural conditions exceed 18.0°C
(freshwater) and 16.0°C (marine water), no temperature increases will be allowed
which will raise the receiving water temperature by greater than 0.3°C.



Incremental temperature increases resulting from point source activities
shall not, at any time, exceed t=28/(T+7) (freshwater) or t=12/(T-2) (marine
water). Incremental temperature increases resulting from nonpoint source
activities shall not exceed 2.8°C.

For purposes hereof, "t" represents the maximum permissible temperature
increase measured at a mixing zone boundary; and "T" represents the background
temperature as measured at a point or points unaffected by the discharge and
representative of the highest ambient water temperature in the vicinity of the
discharge.

(v) pH shall be within the range of 6.5 to 8.5 (freshwater) or 7.0 to 8.5
(marine water) with a human-caused variation within the above range of less than
0.5 units.

(vi) Turbidity shall not exceed 5 NTU over background turbidity when the
background turbidity is 50 NTU or less, or have more than a 10 percent increase
in turbidity when the background turbidity is more than 50 NTU.

(vii) Toxic, radiocactive, or deleterious material concentrations shall be
below those which have the potential either singularly or cumulatively to
adversely affect characteristic water uses, cause acute or chronic conditions to
the most sensitive biota dependent upon those waters, or adversely affect public
health, as determined by the department (see WAC 173-201A-040 and 173-201A-050).

(viii) Aesthetic values shall not be impaired by the presence of materials
or their effects, excluding those of natural origin, which offend the senses of
sight, smell, touch, or taste.

WAC 173-201A-130 Specific classifications -- Freshwater. Specific fresh
surface waters of the state of Washington are classified as follows:

Skykomish River from mouth to May Creek (above Gold Bar at river
mile 41.2).Class A

Skykomish River from May Creek (above Gold Bar at river mile
41.2) to headwaters.Class AA

Snohomish River from mouth and east of longitude 122°13'40"W
upstream to latitude 47°56'30"N (southern tip of Ebey Island at river mile
8.1). Special condition - fecal coliform organism levels shall both not
exceed a geometric mean value of 200 colonies/100 ml and not have more
than 10 percent of the samples obtained for calculating the mean value
exceeding 400 colonies/100 mL.Class A

Snohomish River upstream from latitude 47°56'30"N (southern tip
of Ebey Island river mile 8.1) to confluence with Skykomish and Snoqualmie
River (river mile 20.5).Class A

Sultan River from mouth to Chaplain Creek (river mile 5.98).Class
A

Sultan River and tributaries from Chaplain Creek (river mile
5.9) to headwaters. Special condition - no waste discharge will be
permitted above city of Everett Diversion Dam (river mile 9.4} .Class AA



